
Board Administration and Regulatory Coordination Unit

Division 3.  Air Resources Board

Chapter 5.  Standards for Motor Vehicle Fuels

Article 1.  Standards for Gasoline

Subarticle 2.   Standards for Gasoline Sold Beginning March 1, 1996

§  2262.5.   Compliance With the Standards for Oxygen Content.
       (a) Compliance with the minimum oxygen content cap limit standard in specified areas in the wintertime.
       (1) Within the areas and periods set forth in section (a)(2), no person shall sell, offer for sale, supply, offer for
supply, or transport California gasoline unless it has an oxygen content of not less than the minimum oxygen content
cap limit in section 2262.
       (2)(A) November 1 through February 29 (of any year) and October 1 through October 31 (in 1996 through
2002):
       South Coast Area
       (B) October 1, 1998 through January 31, 1999 and October 1, 1999 through January 31, 2000:
       Fresno County
       Madera County
       (C) October 1, 1998 through January 31, 1999:
       Lake Tahoe Air Basin
       (D) November 1 through February 29 (of any year):
       Imperial County
       (b) Compliance with the maximum oxygen content cap limit standard. No person shall sell, offer for sale,
supply, or transport California gasoline which has an oxygen content exceeding the maximum oxygen content cap
limit in section 2262, or which has an ethanol content exceeding 10 percent by volume.
       (c) Compliance by producers and importers with the flat limits for oxygen content. No producer or importer
shall sell, offer for sale, supply, or offer for supply from its production or import facility California gasoline which
has an oxygen content less than flat limit for minimum oxygen content, or more than flat limit for maximum oxygen
content, unless the gasoline has been reported as a PM alternative gasoline formulation pursuant to section 2265(a)
or as an alternative gasoline formulation pursuant to section 2266(c), and complies with the standards contained in
sections (a) and (b).

(d) Restrictions on adding oxygenates to California gasoline after it has been supplied from the production or
import facility.  No person may add oxygenates to California gasoline after it has been supplied from the production
or import facility at which it was produced or imported, except where the person adding the oxygenates
demonstrates that: [i] the gasoline to which the oxygenates are added has been reported as a PM alternative gasoline
formulation pursuant to section 2265(a), or as an alternative gasoline formulation pursuant to section 2266(c), and
has not been commingled with other gasoline, and [ii] both before and after the person adds the oxygenate to the
gasoline, the gasoline has an oxygen content within the oxygen content specifications of the applicable PM
alternative gasoline formulation or alternative gasoline formulation. Nothing in this section (d) prohibits adding
oxygenates to CARBOB.
       (e) Application of prohibitions.
       (1) Section (a) shall not apply to a transaction occurring in the areas and periods shown in (a)(2) where the
person selling, supplying, or offering the gasoline demonstrates as an affirmative defense that, prior to the
transaction, he or she has taken reasonably prudent precautions to assure that the gasoline will not be delivered to a
retail service station or bulk purchaser-consumer's fueling facility in the areas and periods shown in (a)(2).
       (2) Section (a) shall not apply to a transaction occurring in an area shown in (a)(2) in November where the
transaction involves the transfer of gasoline from a stationary storage tank to a motor vehicle fuel tank and the
person selling, supplying, or offering the gasoline demonstrates as an affirmative defense that the last delivery of
gasoline to the stationary storage tank occurred no later than October 17 of that year.
NOTE: Authority cited: Sections 39600, 39601, 43013, 43013.1, 43018 and 43101, Health and Safety Code; and Western Oil and Gas Ass'n. v.
Orange County Air Pollution Control District, 14 Cal.3d 411, 121 Cal. Rptr. 249    (1975). Reference: Sections 39000, 39001, 39002, 39003,
39010, 39500, 39515, 39516, 41511, 43000, 43013, 43013.1, 43016, 43018, 43101 and 43830.8, Health and Safety Code; and Western Oil and
Gas Ass'n. v. Orange County Air Pollution Control District, 14 Cal.3d 411, 121 Cal. Rptr. 249 (1975).
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